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L.A. Designer to unveil dress with repurposed Goodwill finds, June 14 
 
June 11, 2015 (Tucson, AZ) - Ashley Verhalen, LA Designer, originally from Tucson has 
always looked at the world through a different lens. Instead of a soda can, Ashley saw what 
could be a belt buckle. Instead of a candy wrapper, she saw a hairpiece. And what she saw in 
her mind, she created. 

Verhalen who is passionate about recycling, repurposing and upcycling non-traditional materials 
into her fashion designs, is using her creativity to help increase awareness for Goodwill 
Industries of Southern Arizona.  The designer will be unveiling a dress made from donated 
clothing and items from Goodwill at Tucson Model Magazine’s Awards Ceremony and Launch 
Party on Sunday, June 14, 2:00-4:00pm at the Scottish Rite Cathedral in downtown Tucson. 

The relationship between Goodwill of Southern Arizona and Verhalen started with Verhalen’s 
mother, Rhonda Moretti, owner and founder of Bellezza Models and Tucson Model Magazine.  
Moretti approached Goodwill with the idea that fashion and community service can work hand-
in-hand. Bellezza Models showcased Goodwill-found fashions at two fashion shows during the 
agency’s Top Model Competition in February and May this year and collected over 8,000 items 
to donate to Goodwill. Learning about Verhalen through Moretti, Judith Simmons, Marketing 
Manager for Goodwill asked if Verhalen would be willing to share the message of ‘repurposing’ 
and ‘Goodwill fashion’ by creating a piece that united the two concepts. The rest is, as they say, 
history. 

“I’ve always shopped at Goodwill for my materials,” said Verhalen. “I can always find something 
unique for a design! You never know what you’ll find; you just have to be creative.” 

“We are very excited about the unveiling of this dress. Even I haven’t seen it!” said Simmons. 
“We want people to know that Goodwill is not just a resale store. Our retail stores help fund our 
5 adult programs, 5 youth programs and supports over 500 jobs in Southern Arizona.  Not only 
that, when you shop and donate, you’re essentially recycling and repurposing these items 
because they don’t go into a landfill.” 

- More - 
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Verhalen’s zeal in the use of recycled materials in her fashion designs developed into Bling 
Cycle in 2012, her make-up and fashion company. Models in Tucson and L.A. would soon wear 
Capri Suns, Cereal boxes, candy wrappers, aluminum cans, paper bags, comic books, 
magazines and newspapers. Ashley’s unique outfits caught the attention of Vedere Magazine, a 
fashion magazine in Phoenix and her fashions worn by celebrities like VH1’s Rock of Love’s, 
Daisy. 

Verhalen attended Painted Sky elementary, Coronado Middle School and Ironwood High School 
in Tucson. 

Goodwill fashion can also be seen at Tucson Model Magazine’s White Party and Runway Wars 
on Friday, June 12, 6:00-9:00pm at JW Marriott Starr Pass, Hashani Spa. 

The celebration weekend will also include the Film Wars Festival at Grand Cinemas on N 
Oracle Road on Saturday, June 13, 3:00-9:00pm. 

The Film Wars/Runway Wars Award Ceremony and dress unveiling will take place on Sunday, 
June 14, 2:00-4:00pm at the Scottish Rite, downtown Cathedral.   

Purchase tickets for all 3 days for $25 at www.TucsonModelMagazine.com or $10 per day at the 
door. 

 
# # # 

 
Tucson Model Magazine is a bi-monthly publication that celebrates the hallmarks of local 
everyday business. The goal is to showcase the talented leaders, role models and 
entrepreneurship of our community in Fashion, Beauty, Business, Music, Nightlife, Arts and so 
much more. The publication expresses its admiration of personal triumphs, fascination with 
success, desire to be inspired, and universal optimism in each publication. In an effort to move 
Tucson and bring all of our blossoming industries together as one, this magazine will feature 
Tucson’s best. Learn more at www.TucsonModelMagazine.com  
 
Since 1969, Goodwill® Industries of Southern Arizona has provided training, services, and 
jobs for people with barriers to employment. Goodwill® currently operates programs serving low-
income, at-risk and adjudicated youth; veterans; young adult ex-offenders; low income, 
unemployed and underemployed adults; and low-income seniors. Goodwill accomplishes its 
mission with the help of the community through the sale of their generously donated items at our 
retail stores.  Find out more at www.GoodwillSouthernAZ.org. 
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 This candy wrapper won’t end up in the trash. 

The hairpiece, top and cuffs were created with 


